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Cost Share Guidance 

 
USDA National Organic Certification Cost Share Program - USDA National Organic Certification Cost 
Share Program – Provides cost share assistance to producers, handlers and processors of certified 
organic agriculture products in all States and U.S. Territories. Certified clients are eligible for 
reimbursement of up to 75% of your certification fees per each type of category (or “scope” as they are 
referred to by the USDA) that you have certified. For example: You may be certified for crops, dairy and 
beef cattle, each of which is considered a category (or scope) and would qualify to receive up to 75% 
reimbursement for each of those categories, not to exceed $750 per category or scope, per year. Contact 
your State’s Department of Agriculture for detailed information and to apply for the Cost Share Program. 
Cost Share Funds are distributed through each State’s Department of Agriculture. 

See below for contact information for your state’s Department of Agriculture Cost Share representative: 
 

Delaware 
Jo-Ann Walston 
Delaware Dept of Agriculture 
2320 South DuPont Highway 
Dover, Delaware 19901 
P: 302-698-4523 
F: 302-943-9506 
JoAnn.Walston@state.de.us 
 
 
Maryland 
Deanna Baldwin 
Maryland Dept. of Agriculture 
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
P: 410-841-2719 
F: 410-841-5914 
baldwidl@mada.state.md.us 
 
 
New Jersey 
Anne Ference 
New Jersey Dept. of Agriculture 
John Fitch Plaza CN 330 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
P: 609-777-0098 
F: 609-984-2508 
anne.marie.ference@ag.state.nj.us 
 

New York 
Jonathan Thomson 
NY Dept. of Ag & Markets 
10 B Airline Drive 
Albany, NY 12235 
P: 518-457-7076 
F: 518-457-2716 
jonathan.thomson@agmkt.state.ny.us 
 
North Carolina 
Heather Barnes 
Marketing Specialist 
1020 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1020 
P: 919-707-3127 
F: 919-715-0155 
heather.barnes@ncagr.gov 
 
 
Ohio 
Ohio Ecological Food and Farming 
Association (OEFFA) 
Kelli Natale 
41 Croswell Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43214 
P: 614-262-2022 
F: 614-421-2011 
 
 

Pennsylvania 
Jared Grissinger 
PA Dept. of Agriculture 
2301 N. Cameron St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9408 
P: 717-705-9513 
F: 717-787-5643 
jgrissinge@pa.gov  
 
 
Virginia 
Melonie P. Seay 
Budget Office- Federal Grants 
VA Dept of Agri. & Consumer 
Services 
102 Governor Street, Room 241 
Richmond, VA 23219 
P:804-371-8555 
Melonie.Seay@vdacs.virginia.gov 
 
West Virginia 
Danielle Kisamore 
WV Dept of Agriculture 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Charleston, WV 25305 
P: 304-558-2210 ext.2580 
dkisamore@ag.state.wv.us  
 

To view another States Cost Share Program please visit: 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/NOPCostShareProgramParticipants or call (202)-720-3252.  
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Other USDA Agriculture Marketing Service Grant Programs: 
 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program – This program provides grants to individual state departments 
of agriculture to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops (defined as: fruits and vegetables, tree 
nuts, dried fruits, and nursery crops (including floriculture)). The state departments of agriculture then 
distribute their grant funds to individual producers of specialty crops in their state.  
 
Farmers Market Promotion Program – This program provides grants to agricultural cooperatives, 
producer networks, producer associations, local governments, non-profit corporations, public benefit 
corporations, economic development corporations, regional farmers’ market authorities and tribal 
governments to assist in establishing, expanding and promoting farmers’ markets, roadside stands, 
community supported agriculture programs, agri-tourism activities and to promote direct producer-to-
consumer market opportunities. 

Contact your Department of Agriculture representative listed above. 
 
NRCS EQIP Organic Initiative Information - The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
works with landowners through conservation planning and assistance designed to benefit the soil, 
water, air, plants, and animals that result in productive lands and healthy ecosystems. Funds are 
available for those transitioning to organic and currently certified organic producers through EQIP 
(Environmental Quality Incentive Program).  

For further information on the program and to apply, visit: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/organic or call your state NRCS office listed below. 

 
Other programs available through NRCS: 

• Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
• Grassland Reserve Program 
• Health Forests Reserve Program 
• Agricultural Management Assistance Program 

 
More information on these and other NRCS programs can be found at www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs or 

by contacting your State NRCS Office: 
 

Pennsylvania residents can contact: 
Gwendolyn Crews, Resource Conservationist 

One Credit Union Place, Suite 340, Harrisburg, PA 17110 
717-237-2218 or gwendolyn.crews@pa.usda.gov  

 
Delaware 
John Timmons 
302-678-4198 
 

Maryland 
Tom Morgart 
443-482-2927 

New Jersey 
Janice Reid 
732-537-6042 
 

New York 
Dianna Power 
315-477-6508 

North Carolina 
Greg Walker 
919-873-2104 
 

Ohio 
TaTricia Davis 
614-255-2476 
 

Virginia 
Ron Wood 
804-287-1150 
 

West Virginia 
Bill O’Donnell 
304-284-7543

 


